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1. Getting Ready to Plant
Keep your tree in the bag, in a cool place until you are ready to soak the roots. Fill a large 
container, like a garbage can, with enough water to cover the roots of your new tree. Before 
planting, soak the roots for several hours but no longer than 24 hours. This ensures that the 
root system has absorbed the maximum amount of water.

2. Preparing the Site
Dig a hole that’s at least 6” wider than the root system and about as deep as the point where 
the roots flare from the trunk. If you have an unusually long root, it may be pruned back. 
Also check for any broken or damaged roots at this time and cut them off cleanly.  Set your 
tree in the hole and make sure that it is deep enough. 

3. Planting and Fertilizing
After your tree has been properly placed, fill the hole about half way with soil. Water until 
the soil looks “soupy” to remove any air pockets. Fill the rest of the hole with soil and 
smooth the top so that water will run toward the tree. Water thoroughly, once every 7-10 
days if conditions are dry. Over watering does more harm than good. Mulching will help 
to retain moisture but leave a 3-4” ring around the trunk mulch free. Apply slow release 
fertilizer in the second growing season.

It is best to plant your new tree within 24 hours. If that is not possible keep it in the bag, 
in a cool, dark place such as a garage, protected from freezing and drying out. 


